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Although over 30 years have passed since the introduction of endoscopic sinus surgery, the field of rhinology continues to grow at a rapid pace. As a rapidly evolving subspecialty of otolaryngology, the field of rhinology offers broad avenues for research exploration, as evidenced by the wide range of subjects addressed in this special rhinology-focused issue of the *World Journal of Otorhinolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery*.

The high prevalence of sinonasal disorders is highlighted by a population-based study of olfaction by Noel et al that demonstrates variations in the prevalence of olfactory dysfunction according to socioeconomic status, race and age. Although our understanding of the mechanisms of olfactory loss may be limited, the recognition of how broadly our population is affected by olfactory disorders should heighten the urgency for new initiatives in basic, clinical and translational research in olfaction.

Diagnostic conundrums in rhinology continue to challenge clinicians. The lack of correlation between subjective and objective measures in rhinosinusitis is one such paradox, reaffirmed by a prospective study by Rathor and Bhattacharjee. In their prospective study, they demonstrated poor correlations between CT scores, endoscopy scores, and patient-reported outcome measures. Rathor\'s study raises important questions regarding the relative merits of subjective versus objective parameters in the clinical evaluation of patients with possible rhinosinusitis. Paknezhad et al present a diagnostic dilemma of a different sort; they describe an unusual pair of cases in which patients presented with a partially invasive form of fungal sinusitis that spared intravascular spaces. Cases such as these challenge us to reconsider the normative criteria for established rhinologic diagnoses and to consider how well-characterized rhinologic diseases may present in novel ways.

Innovations in treatment of chronic rhinosinusitis are also at the leading edge of rhinologic research. Cho et al describe a novel biomaterial that may serve as a vehicle for delivery of amphotericin B to the sinuses. The favorable pharmacokinetics of this drug delivery system bode well for its potential for treatment of fungal sinusitis while minimizing toxic drug effects. The prospect of applying this novel technology to the topical delivery of other classes of antimicrobials suggests intriguing possibilities.

Although I unfortunately do not have adequate space to discuss all of the superb contributions to this rhinology-focused issue of the Journal, I am delighted to highlight the fact that this issue\'s international contributors hail from China, India, Israel, Korea, Singapore, and the United States. The *World Journal of Otorhinolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery* aims to offer a global perspective on the latest clinical and research advances in otolaryngology, an aim that is excitingly realized with this issue.
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